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SIDSSESLS 
Fo TO 


THE FAMOyS, 
 __ALTHOVGH NOW 
DEIECTED CITY 


OF 
| WORCESTER, 
+ THE 
PLACE OF MY BIRTH 
and firſt breeding; and the 
dwelling place of manymy 
good friends & alliance, is 
this plain Sermon, ſincethe 
Preaching reviſed and am- 
| plified, in humble manner 
|. dedicated . Health and. all 
| Bleflings wiſhed from the 
heart ofthe Aurhyr, 


IT, L ! N G. % V. 37+ 38, 59: 


If there be in the land Famine, if there bu 
Peſtilence, Blaſting, Mil-dew, Locuſt, 
or if there be Caterpillars ; if their ene- 
my befiege them tu the land of their ci- 
rres , whatſoever P lagits , whatſoever 


fickneſſe there be, 


made by any man, or by all thy people 1(- 
 rael, > hich ſhall ba arty _ the 

Plague of his owne heart , and Spread 
* forth his hands toward this hoaſe, 
Then heare thou in heaven thy dwelling 

Place, and forgive) ; 


- 
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what prayer and { upplication ſoever be *| 


Ya Z ton, and behold King Sols- 
NA& mon((aid King Solomon in his 
ZSX long chap: 3.1 1.) The daugh- 
: tersof Zion are the children 
and people of the Church: and unto you 
(Beloved ) who areſuch, give me leave 


| tofay, Come and behold King Solomon, I 
might beſpeake yonasone of our Savi- 


our's diſciples did him ark, 13. 1. to 
behold the goodly bnildings of the Tem- 
ple which King Solomon founded - that, 
if you pleaſe you may behold in the chap. 
next butone before this; but let me be- 
ipeake.yourto behold and looke over the 
excellent prayer which he made at the 
Dedication of rhat Temple, ſet down at 
large in this chap. and of which this my 


 Textis part, King Solomon was a Prea- 


cher, ſo he faith himſelfe: 7:hs- Preacher 
was King over Iſrael in feruſalem. Ecclef., 
1.12, That Kingover 1/rael in_Jernſa- 
| ; 4 lem 


ut 


2; Ome forth, O ye daughters of 


—-> 4 open 


M uh, I 3, 
41. 


V.32.33s 
&c., 
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lem wasa Preacher. We have reaſon to 
love andlike Preaching the berrer forhis 
fake. But T muſt tel] you that rhe houſe 


which he built in 7 eruſalem, was not to #13 


be called the houſe of Preaching, bur the 
houſe of prayer. 1t # written my honſe 
foal be cafled the houſe of prayer (laid a 
reater then Solomon of it. Math,21.13.) 
and ſo Solomon made it; He as it were 
ſeaſoned it with prayer : and we ma 
obſerve in this his prayer , how of- 
ten he ſpeaketh of prayer and ſupplication 
to be made in that houſe. They were the 


words of 8. Pazl. 1. Tim, 2. 1. I exhore 


that firſt of all ſupplications , prayers, in- 


 rerceſſions be _ all men. Firſt of all, 


ny mui ; before any thing clſe, in 
the very firlt place; which so/om0n did in 


this place; and that for all men, as there 


ſhould bee occaſion, and when they 
ſhould be inany adverſity and afflition. 
When there ſhould be 1» the land Famine, 


occaſioned by Blaſting, Mil-dew, Locuſt, | 
fd Caterpiller, ſpoyling and devouring | 


the graine -and graſlc, and fruits of the 
ground; or by Enemies befreging the peo 


plesn the'land of their:crtzes. When( I | 
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in time of Peftelente! 3. 
31 the land, and that which is now in this 
land,Peſti/ence,Plagwe,and ſichneſſe.Now , 
bleſſed be God for 1t,we may make an 1f 
ofit,and ſay, 7f there be in the land fa- 
mine, if there be blaſting , mil-dew &c, 
and sf there be Enemies beſieging &c. for 
this our lad is peſtred with none of theſe, 
But weeannotfitly fay, Ff there be Peſts- 
tence,Plagwe, and fckneſſe: for we know 
and heare how it is in divers places of 
the land. And in this place, this city, we 
know what */ſickxes hath been this yeare, * The | 
and is till , and taketh many of our gaag [P#'ted feae, | 
friends away. God Almighty who hath 7 _ | 
ſent theſe, ſend them away againe in his ,f, fare 
good time] | greater 

And therefore now let me wavemerality 

thoſe offer, viz. Famine 5 Blaſting '&c, this yecre, 
there being no occaſion of complaining 
of them; whereupon I may farbeare 


ſpeaking of them. Only we have reaſon 


to pray, thar there may be no accafian of 
complaining ofany of them hercatter, 
as there is now of that other , the Pcſts- 
lence ; by reaſon of which'this text of 
mine is very ſeaſonable ;_ I -pray Gad 
make my ſermonupon it as profitable! 
Which ext, you ſee 0 1s ver y large, 
| A4 and 


there to read forth t 
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and of which you perceive, that mucf? 
might being made: and therefure you 


muſt give me leave with that Abbre- 


viator of the Roman” Hiſtory, . 0+ 
rem ſequs calculonum., qui ingentes ſuns 
mas arts brevioribus exprimunt : to doe 
as accoumeants uſe to doe, who make a 
few counters ſtand for great ſummes of 
coyne.In my preſent handling this Text, 
1 ſhall pick'outonly afew things to pitch 
upon. And they are theſe. Ir (| 
Firſt, [ ſhall ſpeak of that which occaſio- ' 
ned the choice of it ; Peſtilence in the 
land. © OT 
Secondly,of that which hath occaſio- 
ned the Peſt:lence to be in the land: which 
I gather from the words , the Plague of a 
-mans owne heart, The Plague of the 


. hearts of men, I ſhall ſhew to bee the 
_ cauſe of the Plague in the land. 


Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew what courſe is to 


- be taken, when there s i» the land Pefti- 
Lars &-c. and that 1s twofold, 


Firſt;t at every 147 ought to ſtudy to | 
know the'Plague of his owne heart. And 


next, that Gods people are to make prayer | 


nd ſupplication unto him an his 50xeſe,and | * 
ſ hands. p 
This 


3d time of Peſtilence, Ki 
This is all thar I ſhall doe- And this 
while I ſhall doe briefly ,and very plain- 
ly, I humbly crave Gods gracious affiſ- 
tance &Cc. | | 
. It was the prediction. of our bleſſed 
Saviour fat. 24. 7. there: ſpall bePeſti- 
lence divers. places. noryer many times 
and fits of Peltilence, many viſitations by 
it. And that prediction we know and ſee 
tobe fulfilled. And here my obſervation 
is this, that when there are Peſt:/ences i 


divers places, the Lord is angry with 


thoſe places. In the Revelation of S. 
Tohn chap. 16. 1.2.we read of the vials 
of the wrath of God, one of which being 
by an e Lngel powred upon the earth, there 


| fella noyſome and greivons ſore upon men, 
and the noyſome PeFtilence, ( As 1t iscal- Veſſ, 3; 


led P/. 91. ) This plagne and grievous 
fockneſſe (as'we call it in our- prayer) T 
may fay is. powred out of one of the vi. 
alsof the wrath of Godby that deftroy- 


ing 4ngelof whom weread 2, Sam. 24, Ver, 16, 
This the Lord himſelfe caleth one of his 


fonre ſore judgements Exck,14. 21. alore 


-one jndeed it may wellhbe called, a noy- 


ſomeand grievous ſorefalling by it upon 
men (according to thoſe words in, the 
yo Revelation.) 


. 
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Revelation, ) But to make what I Gid, 
and that my obſervation more manifeſt, 
The words of my textare, 7f there be in | 
the land Peſtilence, And the words of the ? + 
Lord in the afore mentioned chapr. of 
Ezek, verſ. 19.Aarc, ?fF ſend a Peſtilence 
Snto aland, and powre out my fury wpon it, « | 
Sothat when the Lord ſendeth a _Peſti- 
lence intoa land, he then powreth out 
his furyuponit. The wrath of the Lord & 
the Peſtilenceyhis anger & frry,8& that di- 
ſeaſe going and being put together in the 
fame Prophet chap. 7, 14.15.and Terern, 
21.5.6.But you ſhall have further proofe -|+ 
from examples. In the 1 x of N#.2 2.it is 
faid, that the wrath of the Lord was hind- 
ted againſt the people, and the Lord ſmoze 
the people with a very great plagne. And 
chap, 16. 46. the words of 7 pit are, 
there 15 wrath gone out from the Lord, the 
Plague ts begun Again the Pſalmiſt ſpea- 
king of toſs Iſraclites, faith thus, They 
provoked the Lord to anger with their own 
$1ventions,ch- the Plague was great among 
them, Pſ. 1.06, 29, Once more: 2, Sam. 
24. 1.1t1s ſaid, that the anger of the Lora 
was kindled againſt Irael; and then, wer/. | 
I5. that the Lord [ent a Peſtilence upon | 


7ſrael, 


* 


| 


5s 2 time of Peſtslence, 7 
I/-acl, Hence you ſee that ſtill the Lord 
was angry when the Peſtilence was fent 
abroad; and thar this fickneſle hath beene 
' gheavy conſequent of his heavy wrath 
| andanger, And withall from the laſt ci- 
red place that it is of his ſending , The 
Lord ſent a Peſtlence upon 1/rael-Evenas 
beforeT told you the words of the Lord | I 
inEzekzel, If $ [onda peſftilence intoa land, tdoxe Ku- 
and 7 have ſent among you the Peſtilence eos duyan | 
(*ith he, Amos,4. 10.) In Pſal. r05. my 
16-itis ſaid, that he cafed for a Dearth wp- {eÞtuag. 
0n the land: and inlike manner I may fay, —_— 
+ thathecalleth for*a Death upon a land, ,yeaience 
"and ſendeth it, biddeth it goe,, and :.Sam.24, 
It goeth , come and it commeth, doe this, 1 5. 
ard it doth it (as the Centurion faid of Verl+ 9: 
'himſelfe and his ſouldiours , ALath. 8.) 
T he ſtormy 'wind fulfilleth his word, P. 
148. 8. and fo doth the ſtormy winde 
(asT may-call it) of {icknefſe and death; 
which as it were blowethus away,itfal- 
fillethhis word , his will and pleaſare, 
Before him went the Peſt;lence { ſaid the 
Prophet Habakzk, chapr. 3.5.) it was 
ready athand, when he would be pleal'd 
ro caltforit. And as it went before him, 
ſoit never went abroad but from him: 
| making 


Verl, 19. 
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making uſe of Labars words Gen, 2.4, 
5 ©. I may ſay, that ths thing proceedeth 
from the Lord. In thefirſt of Sammel chap, 
6. 9. the Philiſtines being plagued with ' 
Emrods, the ms and the diviners tale 
ked of a Chane# that miight happen unto | 
them; 7f (faid they) the Arke of God go- | 
eth not fuch a way , then we ſhall know, 
that it #5 not hs hand that [mote us, it was 
a Chance that happened to us. But webe- 
ing now plagued muſt know that it 1s 
not a chance that hath happened unto us, 
but that itis his hand that hath ſmitten 


us. As the Magicians of Egypt Exo4.8. -|: 


{aid of the duſt turned to lice, This & the 
finger of God: So may we lay ofthe peſti- 
lence, that this is the hand of God : and 
that we may perceive by the words of 
God himſelfe thus threatning Pharaoh, 
now Twill ſtretch out mine hand , that I 
»ay ſmite thee and thy people with Peſts- 
lence Exod, 9g. 15. And we know how 
Dav;4 accounted of it when he made 
#hoice of it,ſaying, Let us fall now intorhe 
hand of the Lord. 2.Sam. 24, 14. An{we- 


rably in the laſtProclamation for theFalt,: | 


it is acknowledged & pronounced tobe 
the immediat had of God, Y cayit js a (word 
ns n T—_ 


| | rich as poore, young as old ; where it 


in time of Peſtilence.. 9 
in that hand, the ſword of the Lord, the 
Peſtilence, is the language 1. Chros. 
21. £2, whiere is the {ame ſtorie with. 

''\ that 2. Sam. 24, Which ſword (toule 
| the wordsof David. 2. Sam. 11.25 .de- 
youreth one as well as another , as well 


| lighteth and hitterh; and of which wee 
may ſay , asthe fame David did of the 
{word of Saul , that from the blood of the 
ſlain it returneth not empty.Chap. 1.22; 
1f I whet my glittering ſword, my ſword 
/ſrall devour fleſh ( faith the Lord, in the 
. Song diAated unto Moſes, Dent. qr. 
42.) Oh! what a world of fleſh hath this 
{word devoured? How many Women (as , 5, yy." 
Samuel {aid unto Agag) hath this ord ;,,, 
' made childleſſe? Inthe holy ſtorie what 
doe we read of? fourteen thouſand and 
ſeven handred Numb.16. 49. but there 
3s a greater number in the ſame book, 
viz, twenty and foure thouſand Chap, 25. x Cor.xo. . 
9. and that ( as S. Pax! faith ) in one day.s. 
But we heare of a farre greater ſumme 
yet; even ſeventy thouſand men, and that 
In three dayes ſpace ({ome have thought 
" leſſe then ads =. ) 2. Sam, 24.15. All 
theſe in all, 4 hundred and eight thouſand, 
eh Sos 
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and ſevenhnndred, among the Lords peo- 
ple Iſrael, as they are called in the Texr, 


_ Inthe Hiſtories of other nations we find 


Pet. Fore- 
ſtus. de fe- 
br. pcſti. 


lent, 


Henr. 
Bleunt.in 
his voyage 
into the 
Levanc, 


P38 44» 


| Herodor, 


flib. 7 » 


wolt ſtrange reports. To tell you ſome 
of them, and concerning ſome great ci- 
ties, As Venice, jn which in one plague 
time (asa learned Phyſitian hath repor- 
ted) died [exaginta medici, no fewer 
thenthreeſcore Phyſitians, who were not 
able to doe themſelves any good. And 
Conſtantinople, in which the Plague hath 


been very frequent, and is faid to have 


taken away a matter of two hundred 
thouſand in a yeere: Burt the greatelt 
Plague that T ever heard of from one 
place, wasthatat Grand-Cairo in Egypt, 
in which not many yeeres ſince (asa late 
worthy Travyailer who was told it there, 
hath told us) were ſwept away in one 
yeere cighteen hiidredthouſand & odde. 
And here I thiak upon that which is re- 


ported ofthat mighty Perſian Emperour 


—a 


"| 


Xerxes, who having gathered together | 


as huge anarmy as (I think) ever before 
any had done,and having gotten to be ſe- 


venteen hundred thouſand ſtrong, views 


. ingupona time allthatcompany , being 


together, broke forth. into teares upon 


| 


this 


& 


* \N 


. WR = we RW & 


in time of Peſtilence. II 
this conſideration; that within the ſpace 
of one hundred yeeres not one man of ſo 


" 8. & CU Gun 


v»S, COP CS a Goes PY TS 


many hundred thouſand would be left 


'* alive, and (as P/ivpſaith) quod rot milli- my lib.3. 
bus tam brevis immineret occaſwn, ſo great *' 7 


| amumber ſhould laſt folitle atime. Vpon 
| theconfideration of thoſe eighteene hun- 
dred thou{id(one hundred thouſad more 
then in thatarmy ) I cannot but ſay this; 
Good Lord thatin ſo ſhorta ſpace, not of 
one hundred, bur of one yeere, not one ' 
man of ſo many handred thouſand ſhould 
de left alive; and that ſo greata number 


*|. in ſolitle time ſhould be cut of. To leave 


| ethereountries, and to come home, to 
eurownland, I cannot buthere ſpeake 
of that moſt heavy and extreame plague 
in the twenty third yeere of King Ed- 
ward the third An. Dom. 1349. of 
which I may fay as it is faid of the hay/e 57: 
e-Eoypr, Exod, 9. 24. that it was very 
grievans,ſuch as there was none like 1t in 


« | all this land, ſince it became a Nation. 
> | When (as the words of our Hiſtorian Tho: Walz 
are) vix vivs potuernnt mortuos [epelire, fingham. 

| there werehardly enow left alive tobu- 


| Iy the dead: and the opinon of many 
| Was, gued vix decimapars hominum fuiſ- 
ET. 
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ſet relitta ad vitam, that ſcarcea tenth, 
one in ten of people was leftalive.Indge 


of it, by what I ſhall tell you out of our 
writersfro buttwo or threeplaces. And ' 


{ 
[ 


Stow. firſt of all our greareſt city{(then notneere | 
fogreatas now) London, in which the 


Churches and Church-yards being fo 


filled that they could receaue no more, | 


| TheChar- a new burying place (there where now 

| © ter-houſe, the great hoſpitall is) was purchaſed and 

| hallowed, and therein more then fifty 
thouſand perſons laid and interred inthe 
afore-named yeere. In which in another 
city, viz, Norwich, in the ſpace of ſixe - 
moneths,even fro [anxary the firſt,to the 

arſt of /»/y,the relation is,that there died 

"1: qui- fifty ſven thouſanda hundred & four per- 

buſiam Ke” (ons befides* religious perſons. And fa - 


— ing told this of Normich,letme tell this 


de viginti too of one Town in Norfolhg,Yarmonth, 
vix ſupere- 1n Which is but one Church, & yet at that 

me - time (as a Table hanging in that Chureb | 

ir alſng. hath witneſſed ) ſeven thouſand fifty. , 

id. Stew, and two were there taken away. Bur to | 

in 4nnal, came tolater times,and freſher memory: | 

let me ſpeake of London -againe , and to- 

fay nothing of the preſent condition of it, || 

of which we have weekely notice, give | 

| me 


| \ 


:n time of Peſtulence, T3 

h, | ge leave only to refle& upon thatdifs 

e | mall time thereabour an eleven yeares 

ir | ſince, in whiclfabove twenty thouſand 

d ' ' Familiesgot them gone,e/oaping for thert | 
'e | lives, (asthe Angell ſaid unto Lor, Gen, Vl: 17» 
Ee | 19.)and (as it is faid of the Levite, Tuds. y.c s, 

oO 17. departing to ſojourne where they conld 

> | find a place. And yet notwithtanding {0 

v | many leaving that place, died of the 

d Plague foure thouſand foure handred 

y | threeſtoreand three in one week, I here 

© | thinkofthewordsof Samſex , whenhe 

r | flewſomany at one time, Indg. 15.16. 

E "| * heaps upon heaps Atthat time there were 

, heaps of Carcafſes one-lying upon ano- 


ther, like dead bones in a Charnel-houſe, 
and in that valley m_ _— WAs 
. carryed,chap. 237.1. Thus (belove 

$ 4on Low he PeBilence, o\ av it ) eb 
» | ethindarknes,yetitdeſtroyeth in the noog- 
i , and then makerth thonſands, and ten 
> | thouſands tofall, Pl. 91.6.7.It walketh. 
7. Indarkneſſe inviſibly, wecannotſee the 
> | eommingof it: like the Prince of dark- | 
: | weſſe, Tob: 1. it walketh up and downe in Verſ7, 
; _ theearth, from Citic to Citie , from 
| place toplace, Ir walketh(I fay) yea 
| more, itflycth, irbcing che arrow that 
[THY B flyeth 


Verl,33. 


=W 
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x 
flyeth by day , as well as that walketh in | 
- pur Pſ'91 5 And: | t flying Rowle, | 


which the Prophet Zatharie law, chap. | 
5.1. andot which verſ. 3. thus ſaith che ' 


Lord of Hoſts , I will bring it forth, audit 
ſhall enter into the houſe of the thiefe, and 
into the houſe of him that ſweareth falſly 
by my name , and it ſhall remaine inthe 
ad /# of his houſe , and ſhall conſume it, | 
Many have been the houſes , and houſe- 

holds, which this ſickneſſe,being once in 
the mid'ſt of them, hath conſamed . In 
the 12. chap. of Exodus v, 30. weread, 


that in that great ſlaughter, of the firſ# -| > 


borne in Egypt, there was not a houſe 
where there was not one dead, But we have 
heard of diverſe. houſes infeRed., in 
which have been all dead, not one left a- 
live. As the Egypriansat that time ſas, 
e be all dead , 10 haue had many in many 
honſes cauſe to ſay:for as the Lordthreat- | 
ned by his Prophet Amos thus, chap. 6.9. 
Tt ſhall come to paſſe if there. remaine ten 
men in one houſe , that they ſhall dje ; lo 
may Iapply, and fay, ir hath come tg 


paſle, if thereremained tenin one houſe; | | 


tharthey haveall dicd.O the heavy handl | 
O the crucll ſword of God Almighty, | 
=2 | 


| 


in More of Peſtilence. I5 
and ofhis deſtroying Angell!O the dead- 
ly 4rrowes of his quiver,zhe poyſon wheres 


| efdrinkgth up theipirits of men(to ſpeak 
. .. with 7ob,chap. 6.4.) Well might Moſes 
A »Þ[. 90. We conſume away. it thy diſe 


pleaſure , and when thou art angry all our 
dayes are gone: and fitly may welay Thou 
in thine indignation haſt ſtriken us with 
grievous fickneſſe,. and by andby, we have 
fallen,as leaves beaten down with a vehe- 
went wind, 

But it is now high time toſtrike upon 
another ſtring, and to.come unto what I 
propoſed in the ſecond place, viz, The 


7 cauſe of th. Peſtilence in the land, which 


T faid, is the Plague of the hearts of ew 
Oc. -. ny 

"The Marriners in Tonah,in that migh- 
ty tempeſt. deſired toknow for whoſe cauſe 


 thatevill was npon.them, chap. 1.7. being 


perſwaded , although being heathens, 
thatthere was.a.caule for it extraordina- 
ry. And (Beloved) when ſach an evill 
2s this, malumperne., an cvill of puniſh- 
ment 1s upon. us, ..it is good and fitto 
ſearch, that we, may know for whoſe; 


and whatcauſe itis,S.Parl1.Ep.11-30. 
.told the Corinrhians,that among 1he many 


B 2 Were 


V. 7. 9. 


In the 
Pſalme in 
the booke 
for the faſt, 


oo 
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ere weaks, and fickly,and that many ſlept, 
and dyed. . Burt thereis a H477m a cauſe 
for it;for this cauſe (laith he) namely,for 
their evill carryage, and condition when 
' they came to the Lords Swpper, When 
the Sonne ofthe Widdow of Zaraphath 
was dead, what were her words unto the 
Prophet? O thou manof God! artthou 
come to call my ſinne to remembrance, and 
z0 ſlay myſonne? 1, King, 17.19. Shee 
tooke her finne to be the cauſe of the 
_ death ofher Sonne;andT thay truely'pro- 
nounce that which ſhe ſpake of, robe the 
cauſe of thedeath,and laughter of fo ma- -| 
ny ſonnes of men . I may ufe the words 
of Solomon, and moſtfitly fay of the Hare 
lot Sinne, that ſhe hath caſt downe many 
wornded, yea many ſtrong men have beene 
flaine by her. Prov.7.26. Ttis worth the 
obſerving, ' what yor may find, 1, King. 
16, concerning that wicked king Zimrs, 
who barnt a houſe over him\elfe with fire 
ard dyed: But what was thecauſe of ſuch 
his death ? Ttisplainly faid there, thathe 
ayed for hs ſinnes which he ſinned, &c.ver. 


| 2.King, 4+ Thow with-rebnhes doeft chaſten man for 
4% fine, aud mikeſt his branty to conſume #- 


— 


| in tire of Peſtilence. I7, 

; | way,&c.(faid David unto the Lord, Z/. 
" | 3$-12.And/[will make thee fick in /miting 
| rhee, in makingthee deſolate becauſe of thy 
| '/' ſetes, (fajd the Lord,/Ificah 6.13.) As 
| the Lord anſwered David, when he cn- 
' | quired-concetning the three yeares fa- 
mine; Z & for Sawl, and for has bloody 
howſe.2. Sam.21.1: Soifany enquire con« 

| cerningthis, .andother yearesſickneſlc, 
| and mortality, and what may be the true 
| cauſe of it, it maybe anſwered in like 
| m4nner; It isfor finne,and for its bloody 
_ | haufer whichbloodyhouſe, 1s that which 
"| my text ſpcakethof, a mans owne heart, 
in-which a maths ſpirituall-partlyeth, and 
in which :he Plagze of finne hath its ſear 
and reſidence . Of which part we may 
fay moſt truely ,. what Tertwlns did of S, 
Pax! molt maliciouſly, _ that we have 
found it to be newus'v,a Plague: AF. 24.5, 
Andas S. Peter did of Sim10u Hagw,chap, 

| B.2 3. thatwe perceive itto be in the gall 
' of bitterneſſe, and in the bond of iniquity. 
What bitter waters ifſue from this foun» 

' taine,how much ##9ity, and how many 

| Plagmesareinthis part, the heart of man, 
our Saviour hath told usat large , whoſe 
words are, ou2 of the heart of men, proceed 
(Ok B 2 evil 


t.King,4, 
29. 


| V.44-4 Fo 
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 evill thoughts , adulteries, fornications, 


mmnrthers, thefts, covetouſueſſe , wicked- 
neſſe, deceipt, laſciviouſneſſe, an evill eye, 
blsſphemy, pride, fooliſhne ſſe , all which 
evill things (faith he) defile and infeRt 4 
man, Mark, 7.21. 22.23, This is that 5z- 
ward part, of which,ſpeaking to the Pha 
r:/es,hefaith,that it 2 fullof ravening and 
wickedneſſe, Luk.11.39;The heart of the 
ſonnes of men # full of evill, and madneſſe 
& in their heart,(faith he who had [> /arge 
a heart. Eccl.g.3.) And how can itchule; 
when Sata» many times fillethir, ( asS, 
Peter ſaid ro Ananias eAtb.s 3.) this be- 
ing the houſe, ont of which the uncleans * 
Fhirit came, and {aid he would retwrne 1- 
ro againe, entring in , and awelling there, 
(according toour Saviours words, at, 
T2. ) Sataz thus filling: it, and that un. 
cleane ſpirit dwelling in this honſe, it 
becommeth like rhe gyant Augens his 
ſtable,full of unſavoury matter; and as S. 
James faith of the tongue,chapr. 3, 8. ar 
vill, full of deadly poyſan, Otthe deadly 
poyſon and venome of linne , which #- 
feiteth a man, yea unaveth him; and by 
rcafon of which many a man may cry 
out with the Prophet 7/ai.cb.6.5 .& fay, 
| Ho 


. 18comehomeunto them , they have it 


in time of Peſtilence. T9 
Wo wne,for 1 any undone ; becauſe I am a 
mah of uncleane lips , and 7 awell inthe 
muddeſt of a people of uncleane Lips 1 Sinne 
is the Plagne of the heart, and the Cauſe of 
the plague in the land, Men have had this 
 phlagueintheirhearts,the plague of pride 

and haughtinefſe;the plague of envic and 
malice: the plague of covetouſneſle, and 
inordinate deſires: the plague o f cruelty, 
of hypocrifie,and the like: They haue had 
it in their mouthes, feaking of the abun- Lvk.6.45. 
dance of the heart, wiſhing a plague and 
peltilence , one upon another; a”, now it 


in their houſes. ' I told you before the 

word of Tert##s the Oratour , ' calling 

S. Paul x5143y, 4 plague: and Iremember | 
the: words of rhat pander Sa» in the ew in 
Comedie,ſaying of himſelfe , ego [ms pe- Adclphe 
ti5,T am one that am aplague; and 1 may 

fay that men have beenaorwer, plagaes in- 

feting one another, with the plague,and 
contagion of ſinne; and now they are 

aorwers Plagues toone another, in infect- 

ing one another with the diſeaſe, and 
Contagio of the plague. Men have fate in: 
cathedra Peſlilentie,in the chaire of Peſti= 

lence, according to the phraſe in the vul - 

"7 W4 gar 
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gar Tranflation,?/al. 1. 1. And now they. 
fit, i» domo Peſtilentie, inaPeſt-houſe , | 
Men have kept ill company, and there. | 
fore they are now kept from company: |, 
Men have not feared God, and therefore 
God hath made men to feare men. Men 
| Epheſ.z,r, have been ſick of ſinne, and deadir it,and 
| therefore are ſo many now fick,and dead 
_ of oy yr org Our m_ whichthe 
Prophet F/as. ch. 1.6. calleth putrifys 
by Fa .cauſed ſo man nin 
fores to break out; . Our fnnes as red as 
ſcarlet , ( according to 'the words of the 
fame Prophet, in the ſame chape. ) have 
made thered, and ſcarlerſpots fo com- 
mon . Our proud fleſh hath cauſed the | 
Lord to uſc this ſicknes as a corroſiue, to | 
eat itaway,and to make it cates; 3-yyyae- 
v4 , 4s doth acanker, or gangreene, (to 
uſe S. Parls words in another caſe, 2. 
V. by. ;. Tim, 2.) Oar works of darkneſſe have 
; doi among us the peftilence that wal- 
keth in darkneſſe, and which ſendeth fo 
many to the place of darkyeſſe. Our ſinnes 
haue increaſed, and therefore hath this 
diſeaſe increaſed. Heare, and think npon 
the words of the Lord unto 1/7ae!, [erem. 
30, 7 hane wonnded thee with the wannd 


* 


Verl, I 8, 


|| 23. 
| Pſal.88. 5, 


5" tive of Paſtilence. 2r 


of -au enemie , with the chaſtiſement of q 
crpellone; for the multitude of thine ms+ 
| gyity ; becauſe thy ſinnes were increaſed. 
i 4415 ,Whatſhall I ay? As David faiths 
Pf; 107. 34. eA fruitful hand the Lond 
maketh barren ; for the wickednes of thiein 
that dwell therein: So may. fay, a: toll 
Land, a full City, he makerh-emptygfor 
the ' wicknednefſe; of them that dwell 
therein .Behold the Lord mghgth the earth, 
empty, and maketh it waſty, aud tarvethi its 
upſede-downe,an ſcattergsh abroad the inn 
habitants thereof. $c.ang why Þ... became; 
. they bave tran{greſſed thefawes. &C. Tak 
| 24.1.5. To be bricfe;{asghe Lord-aich 
concerning Jeryſalew, Exch. 1423.,:; 
foall know that 1 have nt.: done withoub 
 Cauſeall that { have done (uv: Somuſtue 
' knowand beafſured , that whathe bath 
now- done. unto us, afid /in this Land.he 
hathnot done withourgaod canſe : with 
which caufe it is time to have dane, an 
I have. Qnly as Quinti4ian having told 
of his many lofles, ſaith thus; Non ſam ann. | Gree 1 
hitioſtes tn malis,nec augere lacrymaritcatts -  _ 
[as vologuts Hams, efſet ratiawminuends!' So Math b 
' letme fay, Ttakeno pleaſure here nag» 
gravating this cauſe,or in making things 
more 
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more or worſe, I wiſh ratherthere were 
cauſe for the contrary. T he timepaſſerh, 
and Inow paſſe to the third thing, which | 
I'faid I would ſhew, viz. what courſe is 
tobe taken when there is i» the land Pe- 
frilence, Plague, &0, which'I ſhall doea 
briefly as I may.” 3 
7--In the beginning of my laſt partT tofd- 
youof the marriners in 19ah, how they 
deſired to kyow for whoſe cauſe that evil 
which they ſaffered was #pon them : Let 
me now tell you other words of theirs 
nite [onah,ver .1 1. What ſpall we doe that 
the ſea may be calme unto m?*Tnlike man» - 
nerit concerneth ns to talke of, and to 
take a courſe, to- adviſe whatis belt to be 
done; and todoe our beſt, that'the ſea ( as. 
I may fay )ofthis fickneſſe may beealme, 
the itorme of it be blown away,and a ſ{c- 
renitie enſue. And here lermeturne you 
toanexcellenr place, then which ; none , 
fitteth our teirnes better; you have it La- | 
mentations, chap,2+ 0439.40.41. Where- 
fore (faith the Prophet )avth a living mar 
complaine, aman for the puniſhment of his 
finnes? Let us ſearch and try our wayes: 
Let ws lift up our hearts with our hands 
wntoGod,in the heavens.Living men whe 


they 


in time of Peſtulenee, 22 

they are puniſhed,are apt*tocomplaines ,,1, . .., 
gry (hr. mage to charg God foolsſbly, _ 
and with Jonah , tobe angry, even unto ch, 4.g. 
death: but wherefore ({aith\/rreme)dotha 
2141 ſo? hedoth but ſiffer jultly; 1t1s but 
the puniſhment of his ſinnes,” ' But to cotti- 
plaine and murmure is not the way, and 
courſe to be taken; todoe&fo,will doe'no 
pood,but hurt-the beſt thitig we'can doe, 
is to ſearch and try our wayes's to lift 1 
our heart, with our bands, unto Gvd inthe 
heavens . Which words you perceive 
how well they doe anfwerthoſe inm\ 
Text,and that whichatrhefirft I rold yi 
from them, when I obſerved thecourſt, 

&c. which, I told you is twofold. 

Firſt, that every ma» ought roftudytþ 

know the Þ laghe of h:5\owne heart. ©" 

. And next, that Gods pespleare to make 
prayers, and ſupplicationt untohim, inhis 
houſe,& there to ſpread forth their hands, 

Ot which, one after theother, let me 
ſpeak. And here let me come in againe 
with the words of the Prophet Feremie, 

let us ſearch and try our wayes: ſearch for 
the Plague of our own hearts,that we may 
know It, as David ſaid he did, P/. 77.6; 
1(faith he) commune with my owue _—_ 

an 
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& my fpirit made diligent ſearch; & as tha 
woman did , Lek, 15. 8. who ſwept the 
houſe, ſought diligently tor her loſt piece, 
Uenena nondeſunt ſed torpent , ( ſaith Se- » 
zeca ) poylon doth ſometimes lie ſtill, 
and as it were aleep: and the plague, we 
know in ſome houſes lurketh, and lyeth 
dormanta great while before it breaketh 
our, and is plainly knowne : and fo doth 
the plague of ſinne in the heartof man; 
which heart (faiththe Lord Jerem,n'7.9..) 
8 deceitſull above all things, aud defferat- | 
ly wickad,who can know it? what man can 
las the heartofanother man ? and one -: 
man is loath that another ſhould know 
thedeceitfulnes , and deſperate wicked- 
nefle of his heart. Even as wee have 
knowne ſome who have knowne the 
plagne to have been in their houſes , and 
yet would not be knowneof it, would | 
notacknowledee it till needs they muſt, | 
being notable to ſmother it any longer. | 
In like manner there are many who 
know aplagnze to be in their owne heart 
but they will not acknowledge it, like 
Gebaz3, 2. King. 5 ,25.andlike Ananias, 
and Saphira, At, 5- 8. they cover their 
tranſgreſſions as Adam by hyding their 
iniquity in their boſorme, to ſpea = 
ob, 
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Tob.ch.,31.33. even as itis ſaid ofa» 4- 


dulterous woman, Prove 30, 20. that ſoee 


eateth,and wipeth her month, and ſaith, [ 
have done no wickedntſſe. I aid before 
what the Lord faid coricerning the de- 
ceitfulnefle and wickednefle of the heart 
Who can know itÞbut I may here fay,who 
will know it? I meane that of hw owne 
heart : that of another'mans heartmany 
are moſt willing toknow, and with fo- 


- 4 in Lycian they would faine have a 


window made that they might ſeeand 
know 1t: Batthe deceitfulnefſe, and de- 


 fſperate wickednefle , the Plague of his 


owne heart ( I fay ) who will know it? 
Men mightknow it , ifthey did but take 
the care and courſe to know it ; that that 
David did, whoſe words you heard be- 
fore 1 commune with mine owne heart,and 
my Firit made diligent ſearch. Or if ny 
would doe as Sezxeca faid hedid, who 


2014 diem meca ſcrutor, fatta ac diftta mea 
remetior., nihil miks ipſe _ , #ihil 
tranſeo.Every day 1 haveapleading with 
my ſelfe: when eheday is paſſed, I exa- 
min my {ele how I have paſſedit away; 
I repeat with my ſelfe all that 1 == 
al 


| 5 . E,. 
> Delral.3. 
words arc; quotidie apmd me cauſam dico, cap. wy 
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laid aid done, I conceale nothing fron 
myelte, Lleave nothing unthonght of, | 
and:\ucha courſe he. that is a good and | 
wiſe man ingeed ufeth to rake, as the 
| oct Poet ſaith in his.Characer of ſuch aone 
| TS Judex ipſe ſnitotnm ſe explorat ad ungue. 
| He ludgeth y and:ſearcherh ,.and fifteth 
himſcife throughly and perfetly. Buta- 
laslas the Propher Hoſea ſaith of Ephrains 
Ch. 7-9. gray haires are bere ard there upon 
him, yet he knoweth not : and as'it is {aid 
of the Church of Laodicea Revel,3 .17« 
thar ſhee knew 97 that ſhee- was wrereh- | 
ed, and miſerablegand poore,an;blind, and | 
naked : So may it be; faid of many, thae 
they will not know, will notbe ſenſible 
ofhow it is with, them, and of what is 
within them, he Plagne of their owne 
Vearts; Suis guiſe, mals blangitur: men 
are apt toſooth themſelves ingheir evill | 
' waies? evenas David ſpeakethof the un- | 
godly thathe flattereth himſelfe in his own | 
 eyes.Pſ.36.2. even as did that Church of 
Laodicea,of which I told you.even now, 
who when ſhe-was in that taking as you 
heard, yer faid ,, that ſhe was-ich , and 
bad needof nothing; Tt is a moſt true ſay- 
Epi9.116, ingot Seveca, Plerique ftudent magis ex- 
| Js | : Erſars 


© * LB UCY gra ww ef 


#1: 11ne of Peftilence, 27 
euſare vitia quam excurere : it is the ſtu-. 
dy of too many rather to exculc, then to 
give over their vices: and it was the 
complaint ofthe Poet. * _ | 
Pt nemo in {eſe tentat deſcendere nemo, Perl.ſatvg, 
No man goethdowne into himſelfe , no: 
man ſoundeth- the bortome of himſelfe g 
even az the Prophet TIeremy, ang of 
the wickedneſle ofthe people, complat- 
ped and ſaid, that he hearkred,but no man 
repented hins of bu wichedneſſe , [aymg, 
what have I dme? Chap.8.6. But enough 
of this, I will not inlarge upon theſe 
- complaints. Having told: you the com- 
plaint of one Poet, let me now tell you 
the counſel and adviſe of another=-rerp/# - 
Conente, num qua ribs vitiorumin- yy... 
ſeverit olim Serm,lib, t« 
. Natura, aut etiam conſnetudo mala, Satg, © 
Shake thy (elfe,ſearch thy lelfe whether 
or no nature, or evill cuſtome hath ſowen 
into thee any vices. Shake thy ſelf: doe 
asthey doe who have to doe with cloths 
and ſtuffe in infe&ed houſes, who ſhake, 
and move, and ſtirre them, to getoutof 
them theinfeRion:or, as was injoyned to. 
be done ina leprous houſe, which was zo + 
be ſtraped withinronnd about, Levit. 14.” 
; 41, 
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41.Search thy felf I fay .Lerva /earchone = 
2ayjes ( once again toretl 'yourhe adviſe 

of the Prophet, }-In the-rimes of plagues = 
we know there are ſearchets who have ' 

© »"exptrience, and can judge ofthe diſeaſes 
EKet vs(Beloved)be our own ſearchers, 
fearchers of our ſelves ,' ſuch a one as 
David was, who ſaid (as I faid once and | 
againe before) #1 Pirit-:made diligent 
fearoh, & ſcareh he madeabout his hearty | 
communing (as his words are ) with his | 
owne hearts by doing which he came'ts | 
know the plague of his owne heart, ſaying, 
Pſ:51.3. 1 acknowledge my faults, and my 
ſonue 55 ever before me, praying in that 
P/alme thus, Creare 5n me a clean heart O 

| V.1t0. God, Heknew his heart had been foule, * 
and had need of clenſing, and therefore 
prayed for it, Purge mewith hyſope;and } | 
ſhal be clean,waſh me &c waſh me through. | 
| Ve7-2. _ by from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from 
Pſ.19. 12. my ſinne. O cleanſe thon me from my ſeryer 
fanlrs, But to make ſhort: Let my exhor- 

ration be thatof the Prophet F/as. <<. t. | 

16 Waſh yee, make you clean,put away the | 

evill of your doings, andthat of S. Tamee | 

ch.4.8. Cleanſe your hands, you fnnevs | 

md prrifie your brats fee double __ 

E v1 and | 
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andto'makenfe of the words, Ezck, 20. 
43. Lerm remember our wayes , aud all 
our doings , wherein we have #een defiled, 
and tothe our ſelves 1s our owne je tght a. jor 
all our evils that we bave compirted IP 

There is one thinge morg you know, 


which 1 muſt needs ſay forengof but 


now can fay but litle , which 1s. concer- 
ning prayer and [upplication.to,be made 
by Gods people. &c. RE! © 

'They are the words of S. 7awes,in his 
laſt chap. 1 4. 1s any bek, among you? Let 
him call for the Elders of the Clixch ,: and 
let th? pray over him. Isany infectious & 
contagious {icknes among us? Let me fay 
too, Jet the Elders of the Church, the Mi- 
niſters,be called unto, and upon,and they 
muſt pray for the people - according ta 
the advitle, Toel.2.16. 17. ( being part.of 
the Epiſtle for the Faſt-day. ) Jars OR 
people,aſſemble the Elders, let the Prieſts, 
the Miniſters of the Lord, weep betweem 
the porch, and the Altar, and let them ſay; 
Spare thy people O Lord! cc, and as Pha 
rach called for Moſes, ande Aaron, who, 
were Prieſts, ( for Ao/es and, Aaron a- 
mong his Priefts, Pſ.99.6, and [ard intreat 
the Lord your Ged that be may take ps 
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from me this death, Exod. 10. 16.17:S0jt 


1s the part and duty of the Priclts, and. 
Miniſters eſpecially , tointreat. the Lord 
God , thathe would take away fromthe 
people this death and Plague; and this 
they muſt doe,according. tomy Texty in 
his howſe , his holy places, and Temples. 
As David ſaid, P/.42.8. thathe went. 
with the multitude iyto the bouſe of God, 
{> the Prieft and mwltitude of people, 
who are fafe and free, muſt goe together 
into the houſe of God, and there make 
prayer and ſupplication unto him ; they: 
tmuſt,asthe ſame David 1aid, that he, and 


I 


in time of Peſtilence. JF 
Gods. houſe. xpon the multitude of his 
mercies + in hisfeare worſbhiping towards 
his bo/yTemple,both Prieſt & people may- 
ſay withhim', P/; 48: 8. 1ewnit far thy 
loving kindneſſe (0 God ) inthemid af 
thy Temple :- and they may hopeand be 
confident, that although ( as David faith, 
P/, 11. 4+) the Lords ſeat trim heauen, yet 
withall ( as itis' there ) the Lord #1 hes 
holy Temple,that this Lord will (as the 
fame-Damd was-afſared he would his, 
P[c.1-8:6.) beare their voyce amt of his ho- 
ly Temple , and that their complaine ſhall. 
come before hims., and ſhall enter eveniuto 
hx eares, and that (according unto the 
prayer of So/amon,. Davids fonnein my 


| Text) he will heare in beaver his wel. 


L;ngplace,and forgive. And astheremuſt 
be publique. prayer in Gads houſc, fo 
ought there to be private in our owne, 
and in our private roomes , according to 
our Savioursadvite, Afar .6. 6.Enter into 
 thychamber ; and when tho haſt ſhut thy 
doore, pray to thy Father which $ inſecret, 
and according to the example of Dame, 
who in his chamber,kneeled apon his knees 
three times a day and prayed, Dan.6.lo., 
Both publique and private prayer are 

| C2 now 


32 A Sermon Preached 

now injoyned. by-our -Soverazgne , and I 
truſtir wilhprovea ſoveraigne remedic 
for the occaſjan.. Let mebe bold and fay, 
making uſe-of our Savionrs words, Afar. | 
17.21, This kind ;this kindot ficknefle | 
will not gog onr of this land:, bur byprayer 
and faſting i\. Weknow whathath been 
the cftecrofipra-yer ard ſupplirationi,nnd 
that-at inch a time as'this. The Lord 
threawed ito /mite his people with the 
Peſtilenee;; Moſes beſoughrhim to pardon 
their 52qmity., and the Lord preſently | 

V.12.19, ſaid, } bave-pardoxed' atcordiny to thy 
0, word,” Namb, 14. The Lord did ſimite | 

them;wnh: the Peſtilerce, but when 
Phrnens- fliodd: np. and prayed , the plague 
ceaſed.,(As weuletorecat it, P/. 106.30, 
In that great Plague, in the rime of King 
D avidt, David and the Elders of Iſrael 
fell npon:thair facer', and prayed for the | 


people, anasalled upou the Lord, and the 
Lord contmnnded the eAngell , ang, he put 
rip his ſword againe into the ſheath thereof, | 
V.16.17. (as wee may read r\ Chron. 21. ) Once | 
£6.27.” morcy King Hezekiah was ficke (as it is | 
2.Ring-29. thought, anchis probable of the plague, ' 
F and ficke ta the-death, and he proyed mito | 
the Lord,yand ver fpake wiito;him, and hee | 


AVE | 
gave | 


E 
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gave himajigne(asitis 2 Chron, 3 2.24. 


'And as we'ſce hence what hath been the 
effec of prayer at luch a rime as this, fo 
weare told what it ſhall-be,and tha t'by 
the Lord himſelfe, and thar too, anſwe- 
ring this very petition of: Solomon, whith 
is mytext-unto which you will finde the 
Lords graciousanſwer,in the laſt mentio- 
ned booke 2 / Chron. 7.The Lord app ea- 
red, and ſard to Solomon, 7 hits heard thy 
prayer, and if I ſend Peſtilente among my 
people, rf my: people which i called by vyy 
name ſhall humble themſeines', and pray, 
and ſecke my fate and tarue: from theis * 
wicked wayes; then I will heave from hea. 
ven, and will fergove their fre , and will 
beale their land;v;12.13.14& from this 


\ Lordyhis Prophet Joe! hathaflured us that 


upon the humiliation of the people,upon 
theteares and Prayer ofthe prieſts, rhe 
Lord will be jeatous for his land, and pity 
his people, a 2 17.18, and the prayer 
of faith of Gods faithfull people hal ſave 
the ſithe, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up 
&c: (faith $. James chapr.5. 15.) and 
therefore (as he faith ver/ſc 13.) 1s any a+ 
mong you afflitted? Let hims pray. And let 
me ſay forthoſe- among us that are affli- 
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ed; let us pray; for it may be the caſe js 
fowithſome we them that they cannot 
Pray for theſelves. Pray for one another, 
that yee'may bre healed, (Saith the fame 
. Apoltle in;the fame chapr:wer/e 16; ) It 
.Is.the belt office that one Chriſtian can | 
doe for another, which S.P-x/ moſt fre- | 
quently and earneſtly deſired: might bee 
done for himg and at- the hands of thoſe | 
unto whomhe wrot, begg'd for nothing 
Tore carneſlyrhen for that as doe ſhew 
thoſe words ofhis unto the. Remis, Now | 
T beſtech you brethren, for'the Lord loſus 
C "riſts ſake, apd for the love of the Spirit, 
that yee ſtrive together with me in your | 
prayers.to God for me'\ chapt.,15. 30. And 
therefore,as he ſaid unto the. Hebrewes; | 
chap. 17, 19. Tbeſeech you $9 d6e this :.1q * | 
letme. beſeech » 4 may bee done, | * 
frequently; faithfully. humbly, heartily: | 
Pray for thy ſelfe our” of great neceſſity; | 
For others out of Chriſtian charity. Pray 
that thou maiſttruly kyow the Plague of | 
thine owne heart; that God would ceaſe 
it, inthy heart; and that. he would ceaſe 
and ſtop it in the land. Vſe the prayer of | 
the prophet: Habbakxk, in that chapt. | 
where he ſpeaketh of the Peſtilence, ch. | 
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in time of Peſtilence. 35 
3.2, O Lordin wrarth remember mercy! 
thatof the prophet 7/a7, chapt. 64.9. Be 
not wrath very ſore , O Lord, neither re. 
member iniquity for ever) behold,ſte, wee 
beſeech thee, we are all thy people! Thatof 
the prophet Darzel, chapt .g. 19.0 Lord 


| heare, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken 


and doe not deferre for thine owxe ſake, O 
God!Or that of Solomow in my te xt, Heare 
thouin heaven thy dwelling place and for- 
gwelpray,that God would heare in Hea- 


V.s+ 


ven, his dwelling place, the prayers here 11:i.56. 2. 


made upon Earth,hisfootFoole : and that 
he would heare in heaven the prayers 


made in heaven for usupon the earth, 


Ieſus Chriſt our Mediatour, who ever /:- 


veth to make interceſſion for us « By the 13: 


blefled Saints,out of the altitude of their 


charity, the Church triumphant for the 2: 1.5. ,. 


Church militant; By the ſorles under the 
Altar, who cry, and ſay, how long O Lard 


kJ 


hely and true, O thou that heareſt the praye Pf Ec. 


ers untothee ſhall all fleſh come, Now un- 


| tohim chat heareth the prayers, God the 


Father; to Ieſus Chriſt, God the Sonne, 
who prayeth for us; and to God the holy 


' Ghoſt, beall Honour, &c, 
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